INTRODUCTION

it is so softened by the lapse of a century that even th
descendants of the persons implicated need not great!
care. The anecdotes and the gossip present a lively pic
ture of the society of the time/more dissolute in Franc*
more intemperate in England, more crude in America
On the social as well as the political side, the book is
contribution to history, and Europeans as well as Amei
leans may be glad that the Diary of this youthful dipl<
matist has not shared the common fate of those to whic
young men consign their personal experiences.

JAMES BRYCE.opularity, and he certainly never sought it, but those
